Eastern Freestyle Judges Guidelines
Code of Conduct
All judges fall under the strictures of the Code of Conduct as outlined in the USSA Competition Guide.

Accommodations
Head Judges should contact the host mountain at least 3 weeks prior to the event to make arrangements for lodging for the panel assigned to the event.  It is the Head Judge’s responsibility to make these arrangements and distribute them to the members of the panel.  Head Judge should be sure to have the cell phone numbers of all judges one week prior to the event in order to make emergency contact if necessary. 
Guests/Pets

Judges are not allowed to bring guests or pets to official housing or the judges stand unless approved by the head judge well in advance of the event. The head judge should contact all members of the judging panel to be certain there are no allergies or objections to pets/guests prior to granting a request. Judges must obey the No Pets rule set by the hotel or inn that the host mountain provides. This rule supersedes all requests. Guests may be allowed by the HJ if there is room and no one objects to the guest(s). At no time should competitors be allowed to house with judges. Failure to comply may result dismissal from the event by the head judge without mileage reimbursement or pay.

Event Day

It is the Head Judges responsibility to determine the time necessary for the panel to watch training and communicate that to the judges.  Ideally, that time should be at the start of official training.  All judges must arrive at the judge’s stand at the time determined by the Head Judge, and should, whenever possible, inspect the course on skis. Judges are expected to dress appropriately for weather conditions and have a current USSA competition guide with them at every event.
Once the event begins, including official training as determined by the Head Judge, it is each judge’s responsibility to give 100% of their attention to the event. Judges are paid professionals and must act accordingly.

No judge shall be allowed to leave the judges stand unless the event is officially stopped.  Should it become necessary for a judge to leave the judges stand (emergency, bathroom, etc.) the jury can then convene and decide if the event will continue without the judge or wait for their return.
At no time shall an event be stopped by a judge.  Any stoppage related to judges must be determined and coordinated by the Head Judge.  If the emergency or stoppage is related to the Head Judge, the Head Judge shall appoint an acting Head Judge to make related decisions.  The appointment of an acting Head Judge must be approved by the remainder of the jury.
At no time during the official competition shall a judge engage in personal or private conversations or activities (such as smartphone internet, cell phones, etc.).  Cell phones may be used prior to start, during an official break, and at the completion of the event. Violations of these procedures may result in the removal of a judge.  Should a member of the jury observe a judge on a cell phone during the official competition it is his/her responsibility to officially stop the event and communicate immediately with the Head Judge.  If the Head Judge is the offender, then the decision shall be made by the TD and COC.

If a judge has an emergency that requires their attention during a competition, it is their responsibility to communicate the nature of that emergency to the Head Judge. The Head Judge may determine that they need to excuse themselves for the remainder of the event or officially stop the event to deal with the emergency. At all times, the jury must be included in these types of occurrences and clearly understand what is taking place and the potential consequences so that they may make informed, professional decisions.

Once the competition is completed, it is the responsibility of all judges to check scores at the designated location unless excused by the Head Judge.  Score checking takes priority over any other activity so that the awards process can be started as soon as possible. Judges should attend the awards ceremony unless excused by the Head Judge.
The Head Judge must sign the official results prior to leaving each day.

The Head Judge must collect the mileage information from the panel and submit it to the judge’s chair within one week of event completion.
Judges Pay

It is the responsibility of the EFCC Judges Chairperson to submit pay requests to the EFCC in a timely manner. 
The judges pay rate is as follows:

Year 1 - $75 per day

Year 2 - $85 per day

Year 3+ - $100 per day

Head Judges shall receive an additional $10 per day

If there are two events in the same day, and the total number of runs for both events combined exceeds 170, the judges shall be reimbursed for 2 days. This total does not include forerunners or provisional runs.
Any event that is cancelled after the judges have arrived shall result in ½ day pay.

Judges Per-diem
Events are required to cover meal expenses for officials on event days in the form of provided meals or a cash per-diem payment.

Un-provided meals must be reimbursed to the officials in the form of cash payment of $10 for breakfast, $10 for lunch, and $20 for dinner.  Breakfast included in lodging that is not served before officials must leave for the event does not count as a provided meal.  Lunches provided on the hill may be considered a covered meal. Mileage shall be reimbursed at a rate of $.375 per mile and should be submitted to the head judge as soon as possible upon completion of the event. 
Coupons or “Resort Dollars” will not be accepted as per-diem.  Per-diem may be paid in cash directly to the judges on the first day of competition or may be included in the meets head tax form.
Outcome
Should a judge be observed in any behavior that is not in compliance with these guidelines, or any other governing document from the FIS or USSA related to officials’ conduct, the EFCC chair and EFCC Judges Chair may reconsider the judging assignments for the remainder of the season as well as upcoming seasons and then make any adjustments necessary to the schedule for the benefit of the athletes, host mountains, and the community at large. Any sanctions or decisions related to a judge’s position, license, assignments, etc. must comply with all rules and regulations of USSA and the FIS, if applicable.
